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An expedition of Union forces sent agninst
Mount Elbn and Longview, Ark, roterned to Pine
Flufl, on the Arkansas Klver, on the 31st ull, Mmmll'
F¥iba and Longview are 25 and 50 miles pouth from Pine
Bluff, on the Washita River, In South-Eastern Arkane
sag. At Longview they destroyod the pontoon bridges,
burned o train of 35 wugons loaded with eawp and gar-

“ison equipments, ammunition, quarter mimsters’ Klores,
&o., and captured 520 prisoners, On the S0tk they en®
puged Gen, Docking’s furee of 1,200 men, from Monti.
cello, ronted him, and pursued him ten miles, with a
Toss on his side of over 100 killed and wounded. Our
men enptured a large quantity of small arms, two stands
of colors, many wagoas, aud over 300 horses and mules,
Our loss will not exceed 15 In Xilled, wounded ond miss.
tog. Soveral bundred contrabands were bronght do,

CONGRESS

EENATE April 6.—2r. Grimes presented s bill re-
pealing the Joing rosolutlon nuthorizing the tranfer of
men from_ the army into the navy. KReferred. The
Eonate proceeded 1o tho conslderation of the Joint reroln-
tion smending the Constitutien, Specebes were made
br Measra. Horlan, Savlibory, Hale, McDongall, and
Fowell, Mr. Powell propesed an amendment i on -
ditlonsl seotion providing thut the President and Viee-
President shull not hold thelr ofices more thon six
years, 1t was rejected, 121032, The bill yassed to o
third reading, The Senate thon adjourned withous finul
aotion,

House—Mr, Pendleton reported a bill, providing
that the Seerotary of State, the Secretary of War, the
Secretery of the Tressury, the Secrotary of the Novy,
the Becretary of the Interior, the Attorney-Goneral,
and the Postmaster-General shall be entitlud to dcoupy
seats on the floor of the Honee of Representatives, with
the right to participate in debate upou matters releting
o the business connocted with thelr respective depurt-
ments, under such rulee o muy be prescribed by the
House. The bill further provides that the snid Seero
taries, tho Attorney-General and Postmastér-General
shall nttend the sessions of the Honse of Representa-
tives immedistely on tho opening of the sittings on
Mondays and Thursilays of each week, to give infirma-
tion in reply to questious which may be propounded to
them under the rules of the Hounse. 1In onder to earry
out the intention of the bill, Mr. 'endleton reported an
amendment to the rules.  The House proceeded to the
consideration of the Natlonal Banking bill. Mr, Hoopor
made the closing epeech. The llouse then proceeded
to vote on the various awcudments, sgrecivg to that
suthorieing the lesue of notas of n less denomination
than five dollars, by o vote of T6agalust 54; and agreed
to another amendment that not more than eno-sixth of
the notes shall be of n Joss Genominntion than five dol.
tars; aod when gpocle payments are resumed, such
small notes are to go oot of etrenlation. The Hoase
sonctrred in the smendment thet any bank or banking
sssociation, organizcd in pursnance of the laws of any
Btate under the articles of essociation which prokibit
specified obanges thercin, wey bo changed aud con-
verted into a National Banking Awsociation, under the
provisions of this act, without uuy change in the articles

" of nssociation, and ita directors, at the time of such
shange, may continue in oflice, and their suceessors may
from time to time be elected or appointed in the manner
provided by its erticles of sssocistion, The vote on
pomenrring was, Yeas, €5; Noys, &3, The Fiouse then
agreed 72 ngalnst 61, to smend the amendwent that the
tazes on dutles Imposed by Congress from time to time
shall be in lien of all other taxes on said associntions.
The House then voled on the agoudment, that the rate
of seven per centum futerest, fixed fnsection 30, ahall
e deemed the lawful Interest In all the States whore no
rate s establisbed; but exch bouk ahall be bonnd Ly the
State Inw, regulating ihe interest in the State where it
in looated. ‘This was conourred In, Yeus, #9; Nayw, 43
The House then voted on the pew section, that nothing
in this nes shsll be covstrued to prevent the tuxation by
States of tho eapital stock of the banks orpanized nnder
this not, the sume as the property of other moneyed oor

Y.

from the loss of life, te damage wes not great.

Chureh (Eplseopal), died oo Wednesdoy foreacon, after

the 16th of April, and proparations are being mede to
gire him a public reception, A gentleman who haa been
in close gommunioation with Garibaldi, doclures that
the * only object” of the Genoral In vlsiting this conn-
tryis “to thauk In person the generous bearts who
havo dove Lim #0 fauch good in Lis Lears of distross
fd porrows”

In the French Legislative Body, M. Emile
(livier bas been elected roporter on the bill ou conli.
tione. This is the first time that the Corps Legislatif
has nllowed o member of the minority (o secupy such o
position.  The fact v on fodication of the brresistible
progioss of hberal opluion,

GENERAIL NEWHS,

The Board of Edueation last night authorized
the building of two pew school houscs, oue in the
Eiptteeuth and one fn the Sixteenth Ward, Congress-
man Herrlck preseuted the Doard with an appointuout
tothe Noval Aendemy ot New-York, A loug discus-
s grose upon the awand of the fuel contract, the low-
et Lidder, who was nlso the lowest bidder last year,
having then upplied for and meoived an advance of
#1 &3 per tun on bis contraet prive for eonl, A resoly-
tlon was passed inquiring into the beating eapacity of
the stoam and water hoating spparatua in the sehoal
puildings, Hitherto eontrnots for heating have been
awurded without referoncs to the fuct that the power of
an apprntng depends apon the ares of surface which it
preseuts to the fire from which it devlvea the huat, and
1o the nir towhich it gives fsofl,

A boiler oxploded yesterday in SBonthwark
Foundery, Philadelphin, Ly which weven men were
killed, and more then 0 wounded, Tt is supposcd that
some of the wounded are hurl past reoovery, The il
or wos torn in two pleces, one portion of which was
thrown 30 feet, demollsling n pattern shop, and damag-
fog other bulldings, A eccond boiler adjacont to the
oe which exploded, nnd of equal wize, was Hited bodily
from its position, The smoke-stack was blown bodily
on o the reof of ope of the mackine shops.  The boilor
hiouse was completely demolisked, us was nlso the =ile
of the boilér shop, The explosion will eanse much du-
lny on machinery for Goverwmend steamers, several
Jiundred meo being thrown out of work,

Mrs, Caroline M. Kirkland, the well-known
nuthoress, dled very suddenly of apoplexy, ot her resi-
dence in this eity yesterday, Her dosth was wholly
unexpectad, and the news thereof will be a el surprise
to tens of thousands of friends, not oply thots who en-
Joyod hor personad pequaintance, but those who have
known und loved her by ber books alone.

Freemasons' Hall, corner of Boylston and
Tromont streets, Boston, wus destroyed by fire on
Wednesdny morning,  The Winthrop Hepse adjoiving
was ulso destroyed.  The loss on the Hall s about $100,-
000, and on the hotel about §30,000. The Frecmasons
loat many valunble relics,

Three small buildings belo nging to the Union
Powder Works at New-Durham, N. H., were blown up
on Tuesday afternoon. Four mon wero kilied,  Aslde

The Rey, Dr, Brandigee, rector of G co
an iliness of only two days, at Utios, N. Y.

The new stesmer St John on Tuesday made
the run from this city to Albany Io 8 hours 44 ulnutes,
witl 350 tuns of frolght on board,

Counterfeit 10 gro enbacks, printed from
genuine pletes, but witvout stuwmps, wero iu clroulation
last evenjng.

Tompking County elects nine Union Super-
vikors, Six Unlonlsts nod three Demoorats were chosen
Lakt yenr.

Gold was exeited all day, and closed at o large
sdvinpe, 'The Government rato was pleond st 108) egainet
165§ in the wtpont, At noon the prics  dn open maiket was 1103
Wl and durlog the sferuoon as high as 150} was  paid, the
ratn 01 33 P, o closing 170§ Htocks ou the strest wore ateady.
At the Stock Exchuuge, Government Bonds wern strong,
Miuing Etocks are in demand, and the pew shares in grest e
et Money on osll b guoted o0 7§ cont for now baslnos,

with mikny old shares ruatiog ot 6§ cont.
-

MARYLAND yeeterday voted, by o majority
un paralleled in her history, in favor of o Con-
vention to amend her Coustitution so s to

crush out at once, and with no paltering sbout

porations, for State or menicipal purposes; but no State
sball imposo any tax upon such associntions or their
capital, clreulation, dividends, or business st a higher
rato of taxation than shall be imposed by such upon the
samo amonnt of monsyed capital o the hands of indi-

vidual citizens of such States. Apiea] lo, Yens, :!;l
Kays, 6. All the nmendments of the Committes of the |
Whale were conenrred in, Mr, Stevens (Un,, Pa) of |
forofl » substitate for the bill, it belng the same Mﬂm!
original bill, with the exception of restorlug the uni |
form rate of seven per cestom futerest, aud leaviug tex-
ation with the National Government—withdrawing it
from the State Governwents, Rejectod, Yeas, 50;
Nays, 78 The original bill as amended now camne up.
Mr. Spanlding offered & vew section, which provides
tiat each and every banking srancintion ereated under
this act, or any other heroufter passed, shall recelve in
payment of debts tho clrenlating notes of all other
puoks witbont depreciation or discount from thelr hom-
inal value. Mr, Stevens moved to lay the bill on the
table. Motion carried—Yeas, 89; Nags, 4. This kills
the whole bill. Adjoarned.

LEGISLATIURE.

Sexate. Aprll 6.—Bills were reported npainst Incor-
porating the Machinists® Assovintion No. 1 (sgroed 10);
for the lmprovewment of Third strect, Brookiyn; amend.
Ing the charter of the National Lifo and Limb Ineus- |
ance Compeny; relative to the Institution for the Doaf |
and Dumb, Bills were passod swending the Brooklyn
Public Park net; incorporating the Furmers' Protective
Calon of Kings, Quevns, Suffulk, Westehestor, and
Rockland Counties; amend ing the eharter of the New.
Yoark Warchouss apd Security Compuny; incorporating
the Basin Dock Company of Brooklyn; smending the
charter of the Brooklyn and Rockawny Beech Park
Rallrond Company. Mr. Fields reported a bill suthor-
Sxing tho Comuissioners of the Land Office to empower |
Wi, Phylauderto bulld s dock st the foot of Barcluy
stroet, and confirm the resalation of tho Common Coune
il thoreto, The bill nutnorizing the offoers of the Erio
Raflway and Steambont Company to make s certuin
cortifiente was ordered to s thind reading, ns wns also
the Croton Water Works Rescrvolr bill,  Reovss,

ABFEBLY,—Keporis were made from the Committes
on Kavks, a minority report bo fuvor of the hill suthor
f2ing State banks to organize as National banks: rela-
tive tothe Now-York Guaranty wsnd Indemnity Come
piny; relative to the New-York German Saviugs Bunk;
to incorporate the Market Suvings Buuk, eomplete; to
amend Lbe eharter of tho Clileess’ Fire Iusarance Com-
guny, complets; to nmend tha eharter of the Security
Yire Insurance Company, complete; to amend the ohar-
ter of the Exeelsior Fire Tusurance Company, complete;
to fncorporate the New-York Medical Colloge for
‘Women, complete; for an armory for the sth Kegi
ment Natiooal Guard, complote; 1o amend the oharter
of the Phenix Insurange Compary of Brooklyn, eom-
plete. Recess

INEWS FROM EUROPI.

The Royal mail steamer Persia, from Liver:
ool Mureh 26, via Queenstown March 97, arrived hero
yedterdny, bringing two days lator news from Evrope,

“The Themis, one of the finest frigates of the
French Navy, bad sailed for Tricate, to servo as an
sscort for the future Emperor of Mexico, who would

puabark for Mex jeo on March 30,
A Frankfort dispatch states that the Confer-

enoo whiol ls to attempt o settloment of the German
quarrel with Denmark will spesdily wasemble; but we
are not told whetber dho Germsn Confoderation will

[

ponsont to send & ntative.
The Emperor Alexander baq issued an uksse
which enables Russian ladies to cduiract warriages

with forolgners without his provions consent, and fo
gpetaln theownership of their lunds after such marriages.
The naturalizstion of foreigners as Russlan subjects is
dkewiso to be somewhat facilitated.

lto the pickets of Lee's army, south of the

compensation, the traitorous institution of

Slavery. Tho line of Freedom is thus extendod |

Rapidan, for Deluware is not now worth
counting aa a Blave State, Paltimore City,
where the Massachusctts soldiers were fired
upon in 1861 by the minions of the slave-
drivers, now gives 9,000 majority fur immediate
aud unconditional Emancipation. Thus the

good work goes on.

The Rhode Island eloction, held yesterday, ro-
sulted in the reéloetion of Gow, Bmith, Union,
over George IH. Browne, Dem., and Amos C.
Barstow, Ind, The Legislature will be strongly
Union,

The Central Union Club of Hrooklyn open
their headquarters for the campuign of 1564 to-
night, at the corner of Fullon and Pineapple
streets,  Gen, H. B, Duryea, B, B, Chittenden,
esq., the Hon. James Homphrey, the Hon, Ed-
ward A, Lambert, and others, will addrees the
weeting.

The Great Fair has o most suspicious eom-
mencement.  Yesterday the crowd was fin-
mense, and last night the jam was something
wondesful to endure.  The cash receipls yester-
day from tickets and sales of goods were
K77,608, The entire reccipta so far from all
sonrecs smonnt to four hundred thousand dollars,
New-York may well be prond of her work,

The Nutional Banking bill, after Laving been
#0 variously amended as to become unsutisfuc-
tory to the Ways and Means Committee, was
yesterday, on motion of the Chairman of that
Commiitee, Jaid on the table of the House—hy
Yoas, 80; Nays, 44. Nr. Stevens's previons
tender of a substitute for the amended bill, re-
storing the uniform seven per cent rate of inter-
est, and exempting the banks from State tuxu—|
tion, was rejected, by 59 Yeus to 78 Nays. 8o|
the bill lies dead.

G e S SES TR

The Courrier dex Etats Unis of yesterday, pub
lishes an dmportant decree recently lssued by

column, Having been informed that certain
forvignors were claiming Maxican lands on the
ground of contracts concluded with Juarez, the
Regeney has ordered the republication of a de-
cree issued on July 23 declaring null and
void all the contracts eoncluded with Joarez
after his departure from the eapital.

If the Regency has not been misinformed,
and if the foreigners who purchased lands from
the Government of Juarez, after his departure
from the city of Mexico, were, as hae been re-
peatedly intimated, citisens of the United
Btates, there may arise between the de facto
Government of the new Emperor of Mexico and
the United Blates mere serious complications,

just received the unsnimous approbation of the
Honso of Representatives, woull necessarily in-
yolye, These purchnsers of Mexican lands, if
vitizens of the United Statos, will probably ap-
ply to our Governmont for pmtection, and the
question wounld at once arise, what right can the
Regeney elaim for issning deotess which would
sarionsly affect the rights of zitizens of other

Statos,
“_

MR, PENDLETON'S PROJECT,.

We do not oppose, yol we lo not much ad-
mire, the proposition of Mr. Pendleton of Ohio
which alms te provide seats or the floor of the
ouse for the heads of the Executive Depart-
mients, I the Secretary of Sate is to have a
soat in either House, and but o, it should be
the Senate; and wo think encl Becrotary should
sit in that branch—if in eithes—when nomina-
tions in his Department nre undor consideration,

Lendon. In 1857, the police force of London
numbered 6,053 in all. The oflice salaries and
expenses wore $51,122; for pay, clothing and
cquipments, §1,720,364; other expenses, $303,-
151; total cost of the force, $2,161,637. In
1859, Paris maintained a force of 4,208 at a
cokt of 1,680,280, In 1860, the London police
force numbered 6,638, and its tolal cost was
£2,378,503, In New-York the same year, the
polico force numbered 1,736, who were paid
$1,206,577, and the total expenses were
£1,332,077,  But there is this to be said for the
polico—we really get what we pay for.

Tho most atriking statement, however, yet
remains, The total expenses of the City and
County Government for 1858 wore $8,021,-
001 30, and for 1863, $12,620,574 00, The
property which paid these taxes amounted in
the former year to $531,194,200, and in the
Intter to $504,196,263, Thus while the ecity

But, waiving details, lot us losk for s moment
al the main guestion.

The theory of our Government, unlike those
of Great Nritain and France, contemplates a
neatly complete separation of thy Fxeeutive
from the Legislative departwent.  The heads of
the former are the highest assistants of the
Presidont, who is respougible for their acts to
the couniry.  We do not decide which of these
systems s preferable; but we greatly doubt the
axpediency of composting thewm.

Ruppose the Seerctary of the Treasury, for

property incrensed twelve and o half per cent
(nearly) in the six years, the taxation elimbed
the senlo at the rate of forty-siz per cent.  The
nggregato expenses of the six years were
| &61,440,067 34, and the increase of property
| during the same time was $63,002,673.

Theso are facta which the dullest man ean
comprehond, What follows from them? Simply
that the wealth and the taxation growing side
by side (ns naturally they do grow), the latter
grows nearly four times as fast as the former,
From this follows, ultimately, the destruction

i!nmnro: to huve #o litile todo that he 'wmtld | of Now-York, unless checked. When & man's
like to piece out his employment by hunting UP | inerease of expenses ontstrips the increase of his
an extra duty or two, is it clear that he wonld | property, bo knows the result; and now the tax-
like to sit, for twoor three bours per dag, o0 |4y of New-York not only swallows every dol-
the floor of the nnl.fﬁ', ““.d be badgered with | 14r orits growth in wealth, but has begun to en-
all sorts of often nmpurlun-nt‘smll envenomod | oo upon what is already accumulated.
inguiries? 'What would be his inducements? qp,op0 is no question whether there shall be o

W hat his hope of reward!

In Great Drituin and France, the Ministers
lead the two Houses, They not merely debate,
but vote, They hold office by the tenure of
being able to obtain seats and command mujori-
ties in Parliament.  This is one system;  ours
is very ditlerent;  Mr, Pendleton's [seems to us
to miss the better points of vither,  'When the
Cabinet take geats in the House, defend them-
selves against o determined nssault, and are
voted down, they will either resign or go oo,
In England, they resign:  and this makes the
matter serions snil coberent,  But if they are to
come in and spesk, next sit dumb while their
supporters are voted down, and then retire to
g0 on with their Exeentive duties just as thbugh
nothing of this had happened, we think they

Congress likewise mind its own business, We
may thivk differently on mature reflection; but
such is our first impression.

OUnR MINICIEPAL PIPER,
The Finatwe Committee of the Common
Council, in their report published in Tur

1
Tripvsg  some weeks ngo, while  tacitly
seknowledging the et of the immense ineresse
in taxation, favor the publie with several
columns of gpecial pleading, in which they
andeavor to ghift the responsibility to the
shoulders of the Board of Supervisors,  The
chief parpose of the document,’ snd the grester
part of its spice, are to show that this Bourd,
with the “Specinl Commissions,” and the
interference of the Legiclature with city sfluirs,
Lve caused tho evil,  Yet it is noticeable
that they do not deny that the City Government
has plundered, but only claim that the County
Administeation has plundered more, and for this
purposa they submit, in contrusted tables, a
statement of the respretive city snd connty
expenses since 1857, Thus the total expendi-
tures for both sccounts, in 1568, were
#=621,001 30, and for 1563, #12,680.574 0,
being an increasn in the six years of o fraction
over 46 per cent.  The city necount, in 1555,
was 86,105,227 31, and ju 1863, 7,235,001 &3,

might better have staid in their offices aud let|

change, but only as to its time and manner,

Clearly the time cannot be long deferred,
{and the manmner will be a reform if the
lpuhliu enforce it. The natural growth of this
! metropolis ix great, but it Las no chance against
ithe geometrio gallop at which the munieipal
| expenses have been driven of late years. It
| s little to know, as the public have long kuown,
‘ that the whole system of municipal government
| in New-York is a system of organized robbery, but

the city cannot bear to have another ounce added
! to the burden, The sbuse of the municipal sys-
| tem mnust be reformed, and the lenger it is de-
Inyed the more diffiendt it becomes,

o

Five years ago next July, we traversed the
region now known as Nevada Territory, then the
{outlying western portion of Utah. 4§t least
ninety-nine hundredths of it had never had the
dwelling of civilized haman beings within sight.
We travelod some four or five hundred miles
| within the present limits of Nevada, and never
enw a field of grain nor & decent honse therein
1ill we struck Carson River near its ‘ink’ the
day beforo we erossed the Sierra into Californin.
There wus one house—n very new one—at
| Virginia City, now the ecapital of the Territory,
| with hundreds of edifices and thousands of in-
| habitants; there was & green and  heauti-
ful walley at the hend of the Carson,
apd o sgort young village thereid, known
[as Genon, where we found & newspaper and
telograph office—the first sinee Salt Lake City;
land there may baye been five thousand inhabit.
Lants—inost of them Chinese and Indians—
| within the limits which now inclose Novada;
but many of these were * prospecting’ in the
monutaine and gulehes, so that there can hardly
have been two hundred decent dwellings in the
| Territory—not more.  Now, Nevada has a
| Legisluture, several cities, any number of stores
| and hotels, and came very near being mude a
| State lnst Fall—only her people would n't;
evinving o practieal wisdom which they will
hardly display sgain,  Nevada is bound to bo a

; Blate

[ -

powd Wiy
The connty sccount wa in 1555, $2,515,563 ¥, | Prof. Silliman, we understand, bas gone ont
and in 1863, $5,3505,6062 20, Now, to make the | to meko a geologleal wurvey of and repurt upon
most favorable statement for the jnstness of this | jtu mineral resources, which are nndoubtedly
Inborious report (which we do not now eriticise), | groge.  Even now, when hardly five years have
is simply to say that in those six years the 0ity | glapsed sinco their discovery, the Silver Mines

the ** Regeney of the Mexican Empire," of |
which we give a translation in another

account increased sixteen per cent, while the
county nccount outran it and reached an nere-
went of o hundred and thirteen per cent.  But
the Common Csnncil Committes do not quite
clenr the skirts of that body, as the following
statement shows: Trinmphantly separating, all
wlong, the appropriations which are and are
not under the control of the Common Coune
cil, they show ns that the county expenditures
of 1558 wore $2,615,700 90, and the estimates
for 1504, §5,554,907 65, an increase of o hund.
red and thirty-two per ceut, which is sufl-
ciently startling; but the appropriations of the
Common Counucil in 1808 were §009,063 B2,
aud the estimates for 1504 are §1,2060,9658 02,
Thus an increase of o hundred per cent in six
years is the cleanest record they can present,

But just now let this stand as an undecided
question which of the two partios is the guiltier.
‘We all know—and the public are coming in
some degree not ouly to know ity but to realize
it—that for the coming year $15,000,000 are
demuuded of New-York, or simply a subsidy of
§15 for every inhabitavt,  The Finauce Com-
mitteo want 8,075,703 23 for 1864, For the
conveniontly vague purpose of ** contingencies™
they ask $160,000; for ‘saluries, they ask
$744,008;  for Common Council printiog,
$70,000. But a word concerning these itemss
* Contingeneies” cover every form of robbery,
though not every case of it; they range from a
bill at Delmouico's to the kids which the Com-
mon Council wear when they appear ot & ci-
rousal from which the Mayor, to his honor,
withholds himself,  * Balaries” are poid to
scores of nominsl clerks whose services are only
political; and the £705,000 for the Common
Council printing alone buys not o sheet of paper
for other uses, nor is it sufficlent to preparo for
publication the Corporation Manual. The slime
which clogs our feot on rainy days, and whirls
down our throats in the sunshine, ghows how
the streets are cleaned; yet the Finsnce Com-
mittes designato $150,000 for that object. We
have already stated the cost of this work in
European citics, and Mr, Carr says that while
153,000 are paid for salaries and contingencies
of the sanitary department, $60,000 would be a
liberal estimate. From one, judgs of all.

It may be useful to mmke a comparison be-

Garibuld] is ezpected te arrive in Loudon an

than the policy of non-recoguition, which Lus

tweon the gost of the velice in New-York aud in

I of Nevada vicld o greater annual product than
| those of any other conntry, Mexico excepted.
Aud this yield is ¢learly not o hundredth part of
wha it may and will be,  But, leaving these to
Prof. Silliman, we proceed to speak of the
region which embosoms them,

Nevadu is remarkably and slmost necessarily
healthy. It forma the western side of the
Great Basin inelosed by the Roeky Mountains
on the east and the Sierra Nevada on the west,
the average elevation of its valleys being at
least 0,000 feet above tide-water, while very
Tictle of it is so low as 4,000 feets  Somo of the
peaks of the Humboldt mouuntains are 11,000
foot bigh.,  The Winters are of moderate lengih,
with o tempersture like that of our city—modi-
fied, doubtless, by the mild breczos from the
Pacifie.  No rain falls for six to eight months of
cach year, and there are no swamps.  The rivers
that run esstward from the Sicera lose them.
salves in ‘winks' on the great, usually barren
plain that stretches far enstward, thi.hly coverad
with the hopeless shrub known as *sage-brugh,’
Houses boing searco here, it is lucky that sleep-
ing in the open air is usually ploasant aud
invigorating.

‘I Huwboldt viver, which rises in the monn-
tains of Western Utah, pursues a eirenitous but
generally south-western course for some 350
wiles, loging itself in a *sink,’ soon after passing
through Humboldt Lake, perhaps one hundred
wiles from the foot of the Sierra Nevada and
forty north of the ‘sink’ of the Carson. The
Homboldt is largest near its head, receiving
few and fecblo tributaries and being only o de-
cent mill-stream in Summer, which dwindles as
it proceeds, It runs through a desolate valley
from ten to thirty miles wide, Lounded by
ranges of monntains as desolate s itself. These
mountains are now disclosing immense deposits
of tho precious metals to the explorer's enor-
gotic researches, Vast plateans of Balt, with
veins of Sulphur and beds of Niter, are also re-
ported, with Mineral Springs of varied and mar-
velous efficacy. In short, the Humboldt Moun-
dains are now declared miracles of wealth and ot-
tractivenoss—which belies their looks most ém-
phatically. Mount Sinai must be the *abomi-
nation of desolation’ if it appears more naked
and sterile than they do.

A great deal of money has already been mado

by mining in Nevada, as a thonsand times more
doubtless will be in due time, With the Pacifio
Railroad (or even s part of it) to bring them re-
latively cheap foed and forage, the mines of
this sterile region would donbtless be worked to
far greater extent and profit than they mnow
can be; snd that Railroad we must have within
ten years at farthest. We predict that the
child is born who will see this conntry produce
Gold and Silver to the amount of Two Hundred
Millions of Dollars per annum; and then we
will have Greenbacks and Gold at par, unless
tlge former, being more portable, should at some
points command & sl promium.  Unecle Sam
has his difficulties, but he is not going to fail.
P E——
BEVERDY JONINSON.

Tt may be uncivil to talk of ages, yet Mr,
Johnson is no longer young., We believe he
has been longer familiar with public affairs than
any but two or three others now in Congress,
He never lived in any but a Slave State. e
was nover a ‘fanotio’ nor a (technical) * Aboli-
tionist.' He has belonged to varions parties,
but never to the Republican of our day. He
last supported Donglas for President, and nover
publicly opposed nor reprobated any of the bold
strokes for mnstery of the Slave Power, He is
a 1. 8. Senator with several years to serve, and
enn hardly be suspectod of ambitious longings,
Heis at home in Maryland, naturally one of
tho most conservative of States, Ho has never
been suspected of humanitarian sentiment or
philanthropic zeal beyond knowledge. He is
an sbl® lawyer and veteran politician—cool,
clear-headed, deliberate; and bent on conserve
ing everything that will bear it.

This man rises in the Senste and calmly an-
nounces that Slavery is dead for all purposes
but those of mischief and peril, and proposes
that the putrefying remaing be decently, de-
clsively {buried by constitutional smendment,
§0 05 to be beyond the hope or fear of resurrec-
tion. His reasons are cogent, of course, but the
nuked fisct is most significant. Can it be worth
while, in the face of it, to ran a Pro-Slavery
ticket in the approsching Presidential contest?
Is there not seme limit to the riding of a dead

horse !
—————

FROM WASHINGTON.

eer S
Epeclal Dispateh to The N. Y. Tribune,
WasumsoroN, Wedneaday, April 6, 1864,
GEN, GRANT'S STAVF.

The following officers compose the staff of
Gen, Grant as now completed:

Prig-Geon, Jobn A, Bawling, Chief of Stafl.

Livug Col, €, B, Comstook, Senlor A, D. C.

Lisut.-Col. 0, E. Babeock, A, D. C,

Ligot,-Col. W, L. Duff, Assistans T tor-General,

Livut,-Col. W, K. Rowley, Military Secretary.,

Lisut.-Col. Adnm Badeaa, Military Secretary,

Capt. . 8, Parker, Assistant A utant-Gieneral

Capt. George R, Lut, Assistant atant Gueneral,

Lieut. W, IT, Dung, jr,, Acting A. 1. C.

Capt. H. W. Jones, Stafl Quartermaster,

REDUCED IN RANK.

By an order just issued from the War Depart-
ment, Gens, Stone, Porter, and Naglee have been re-
duced to thele origlon] positions iu thelr regiments.

DISMISSED THE SERVICE.

Gen. Montgomery, in the same order, has
bown dismissed from the service,

GEN. BLAIR'S WHISEY ORDER.

Michael Powers, to whom the celebrated
wiysky order wos tasned, testified to-day, beforo the
Rlair Investigating Committee, that tho grder had been
altered after recoiving it from Gen, Blair, When asked
who altered it, he refused to tell, but stated that the
Committee must not expoct him to eriminste himself,

THE CHAPLAIN BILL.

The Committee on Conference on the dis.
agreeing amendrments to the Chaplain bill arranged
the dlsagreements. The rank of chaplain is heretofore
to be adopted an special rank, which is to be between
that of & captadn and o major. Their pay is to remain
ux herotofore,

GENS. MEADE AND M'CLELLAXN.

It is stated on good authority that Gen. Meade
wis In correspondence with McClellan explaiuing his
nctions and movements during the Fall of 1863, and
also that ke wrote to MeClellen in relation to the order
prohibitlog the McClellan testimonlal In the army.

v,

dented and challengsd prodf that he had ever sald the
ution of the Unlon must constantly be keptin
MM‘“‘MMHH always been its steadfa

L
His exprossion, * Thank God, the hour of pompre.
miso s passed I was enthuslastionlly applanded, as wag
also his allusion to what e oharacterized ax the ban.
ittt of man-stealers at Richmond, oalling themselveg.
tho Contederate Government, who promised themaelvey |
nltlnmmmauﬂthafaﬂmﬂhdum‘a
ples thiroughout the elvilized world, :
mthhndmdﬂwwhﬁi
win God spead the North who were with the Presidesg
and against the serpent, Copperbeads and albl, h}
they would brush from the land. This, and the montioy ,
of the pame of Old John Brown, were “
applauded. -

Tin quoted from Lincoln's speoches delivered six yoosy
ago, saying he would not axchange thoso sentiments fug
all that had been written by Edmund Burke. After thy's
lecture Mr. Thompson received the congratulntions of
 large uumbor of distinguished gentiomen, among
whomn was particularly noticed Scuator l‘nhnn:'
Maryland. "
HOW THE FIVE-TWENTY LOAN WAS OBTAINED,

Becretary Chase, in & communication to the
House to-day, says Jay Cook employed about 9,400 salbe
agents, for whom he was responsible, and sooured subs
scriptions to the loan to the smount of s
without which the army nnd navy and creditors could
not have been pald.

Tha ost of the loan was 81,400,000, amounting to less
thin thres-tenths of one per oent on 18 dayy’ utarest on
the whole amaunt, The Secrotdry concludes that thess
services conld not have been so successfully performied
by the Treasury Departmont.

—.—.’_..—..—- i
Large Fire in Hoston—Loss $800,000,
Bostoy, Wednesday, April 8, 1964

. Ouly the walls of Freemason's Hall and the
‘Winthrop Ifonse remain standing this moraing.

All the guesta of the hotel escapad.

But very little property was saved,

Mr, Silsby, proprietor, of the Winthrop Houss, loses
about §30,000 in furniture and fixtures,

The destruction of Freemason's Hall involves o leay
of 8100,000. The building was owned by Freemasons,
and waa partially insured, The property origioally cosf
#100,000, and 856,000 bad recently been invested in re-

palrs,

Froemason's Hall was aituated on the corner of Beyl
ston and Tremont streets,

2:90 r, M.—The burning of Free-Mason's Hall involves
an frreparablo loes in the destruction of archives, por
truits, valuablo relies, and regalia belonging to the
Misonio order. Hardly soythiog was saved.

The Insurance on the bullding was about $61,008
mostly in Doston offices,

The loss of Major Silsble, proprietor of the Winthrop
Honse, on furciture and fixtures, will reach $30,000, for
which he 14 insnred 26,000, mostly In springfield, Hard

We

m‘ff.’.m’“"” for Boaton, whioh mes
n W)

disaster on Nantucket Shoals, reached this o=

Hluﬁ:m. at 24 r. last,

Sork, e 130 Bassengers, sbowt v o '
Ehe woa at mm Five n”’nthom Ba
thumped over the shoal. The Saxon

re d
and wana requested to tow the ship nto purte A
soT was got tothe vessel, but it A
Other attempts were wade to fasten a lne on l-n
but proved unsuocessful. It was then determined
the ship should try to work herself clear of the bank,
the steamer wnng:l pllot.  The attempt Wns sucessss
and the ship, having got beyond )
on, ber , It was supposed that she was o
s least did not leak to sny sericus exielt, a8 Do
assistance was asked of the steamer.

g
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¥ fan Francisce.
Sax Saturday, April 2
The steasmship Golden Age has
Panama, with 235 gers and £763,000 o treasan
fur K and 000 for New-Xork,
2, 1864,
Lave am

Sax Fraxcisco, Saturday, A
The ships Star of the Unlon and T
rived from New-York,
Spoken, PFeb, 5, long. 40° 8, 79 W,

J. 0
Clspman, from Rio for Fravcisco: ‘Fah.'?{:l’
g, B e e
Tan ; Fab, 4 0 W
!‘l’\lm‘:'N::-Yﬂl‘i for San Franoisco,
Loss than the average businces has been done
the week, the market exhibiting no animation exceps
Dbugs aud bagging, which ware largely deals in,

Tug NontH Smorg StaTey Istaxp Frran
C0.—The Company running boats from Pler No. U
N. I to New-Brighton, Port Richmond, sud intorme

On these polnts, there {s strong opposition madanot
only to hls belog nominsted for Major-General in the |
Regular Army, but alsoto bis being retained i com-
mand of the Army of the Potomae, 1t is probablo that
the apposition of the former may prevent his pomivae.
tion, but it is generally conceded that he will remain in
command of the Army of the Potomac.

EMIGRATION.

Gentlenin from Boston and New-York inter-
ested in the establishmont of emigrant agencles, through |
whieh turers of all cl may order from
Eorfpo such artlzans us they may require, with o guar-
antes of olaracter and ability, bad o prolouged inter-
yview with Secretary Sewnrd, and found that the selieme
wny be mude to harmeskeo with the views of the Depart-
ment and the plan recently submitted to the Emigrant
Cowittee of the House, The letter of the Scerctary
embiraces an intereating review of the whale subject,
uod contaice many valusble suggestions,

KAVAL MOVEMENT.

@ iron-clnd war steamer Canonfeus has just
beert ordered by the Navy Department to repair to
New-York, and, and join the Tecumseb, Osondagns,
uni thelr convays, aftor which all will procced to their
destination on the Sourthern sonst. It I8 stated, also,
that the Sangus and Mankattan will be ready to follow
theso vessels 1o o fow days, Some additions to be made
to the Onoudags will, the Department iy informed, de-
lay her departure somo daya

l
|
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To the Assoclated Proas,
Wasurvarox, Wedneeday, April 8, 1864,
THE DEPEAT OP THE NATIONAL BANK BILL

The gotal defeat of the National Bauk or Car-
reney bill by so large s voto ws two-thirds, astonished
both its friends aud foes, especially us so much time had
been consumed in efforts to peifect it Allof the
amendments made in Committee of the Whole, about 60
in number, hisd been conewrred i, ‘Lhe Committee on
Ways and Means are willing to adopt all but two; and
bonge Reprosentative Stevens offered n substitate dif-
ferlng from the nmended bill only in the following par-
tieulars, viz: Restoring the uniform seven per oontum in-
terest, aod leaving It under natiosal, not Btate legisla.
tlon; and omitting the section which Loft the capits)
stoek of the institution to be taxed the same as the prop-
erty of lndividenls, for State and municipal purposes,
The House emphatically disagreod to this substitute.
‘I'his was the turning point in the controversy, the test
that determined whether the bill containing the clauses
obnoxious to tho prominent friends of the mensnre
should poss tho House, So it was laid upen the table
upon motion of Mr, Stevens, somo of his own political
friends voting with those on the opposite side, who
wore from tho begiuning opposad to this messure of
flusave

GRORGE THOMPSON'S LECTURR.

George Thompson of England delivered a leo-
ture in the Hall of the House of Ropresentatives to-
night to o dense auditory, ineluding President Lincoln,
Secretarics Chaso and Usber, many membera of both
branches of Congress, and not a few ladics, A band of
muslo was lu attendance,

Vice-I'resident Hamlin introdueed the leotnrer, who

dinte landings, was organized sbout fonr yoars sinos,
mare to frprove the means of communleation with thia

| elty than to seeure any pecuniary results, with a capital

of §00,000 in shares of 810 each, widely distributed
among the cltizens, to socare as many interested own
ern us possible, They have buile one boat, the Powons,
and booght two, the Thomas Hunt und Flora (the lattes
since soid to the Government), and maintain o forry
with not less than eight trips daily cach way, excepl

| during temporary interruptions for repairs, &o., and
| until quite recently at hulf the former rates of ferriags

1

During the whole of the Company, they have
sustaloed an active competition with the old line,
owned by Mr, George Law aud his nssoclates, who ran
their boats at half the ferrlage charged by the new Hne,
or one-quarter of their own charge before the new line
commenced, and now, st the end of four years, find that,
taking their boats st cost, they have sunk the compars-
tively small amount of §7,500, or loss than 83,
aungm; whils, takig their property at present v
estimnted by disinterested steamboat owners, they can
roturn all their capital to the stockbolders, and
then distribute among them & surplus of over §30,000.
During theso four years, the increase in the value of
real estate on the North Shore may be safely estimated
by hundreds of thousands of dollars, while the redues
tion of fres hos been an annual saviog to the
of the island equal to the whole capital of the
It would be difiicult to poist oub & more sncosssful
steamboat enterprise. The stockbolders, at u reossd
mocting, voted unanimously to inerease tha capital to
£:00,000, and moro than one-half of this new capltal has
been already subscribed, Thess results may be uttrid
uted to two principal causes: first, the unflinching sup
port of the new line by the people, while the owners of
the old one vainly endeavored to draw them of by
tempting thom with low fares; aud, second, to the ablk
tty, integrity, and dovotion of the President, W 8
Pendleton, esq,; the Treasurer, Nathan Barrett, e8g.

o

| nd tho Reerctary, Abrabam €, Wood, esq., and the
| Board of Dircctors, who bave for four years given their

time and labor, without other remuneration than that
shared by all the stookbolders, and bave sorupulossly
paid their own fares on the boats, even while passing o8
the business of the Company.

el n AR DS TS
Tuk BILLIARD CHAMFioNsHIP MATCH.~=This
matoh botween Messrs, Kavanagh sad Tieman fof
1,000  side, and champion goiden eun, comos off this
evening ot Irving Hall. No mateh for the champlos-
ship has created such iutense oxcitement smong
patrons and admirers of billiards slnce the great con-

test forthe titlo and €10,00 between Mr. Pholan of
(bl it and Jahn oo ot Hovin,
delegations from Cincinn Ty b
u"nu Wasbington, Hartford snd otber

ave arrived in town to witness the mateh
botting, which is even hitherto hus been limited
fore the mateh commences thoussnds of do
as the Western m
Lative,

victory, that
nt‘hol:,w play the winner or
 nide the following day, To

puwber of § oL W
complets arrangements have beeu
ment department is under the suporin

ot the comuuungumeut of his remusks, swobabicully

¢, 0'Counor of Union square, which
guarunty that it wil boaulnmx miaged



